
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site Learning Plan 
 
 

At McDonald Park School we are continuously evaluating student learning and 

teacher practice to ensure that students have equitable and excellent 

learning programs. 

Our site learning plan focuses on 3 distinct areas of learning; literacy, numeracy 

and wellbeing. Each area has a separate plan outlining goals, actions and 

timelines. The literacy plan is outlined below. Please request further information 

for numeracy and wellbeing if desired. 

Staff have been reviewing current research ensuring that they understand how 

students learn and previous newsletters have highlighted how cognitive load 

impacts learning. Throughout the plan, strategies that teachers can use to 

provide engagement and repetition in learning are evident. Programs such as 

PhOrMeS, maths fluency and Zones of Regulations build upon this research. 

These programs are being consistently taught progressively across the school. 

The achievement data that is available at this point is encouraging and 

confirms that our current focus is relevant and successful. 

At McDonald Park we will continue to aim for thriving and engaged problem 

solvers through improvement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kirsty Hill, Daniel Castle & Lia Jordan 

 

RAISING FUNDS FOR 4 REASONS WHY 

Thank you to everyone who participated 

and donated their gold coins on our 

‘Favourite Sports Team’ themed casual 

day. We raised $317 which has been 

forwarded on to 4 Reason Why. 

 

McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers. 

Issue No 9, 5/6/25 - Week 6, Term 2 

 

 

Principal – Kirsty Hill 

Chairperson Governing Council – Talia Birks 

57 North Terrace, Mount Gambier  SA  5290  

Telephone 08 8724 9811   Fax 08 8725 0254   Email  dl.1021.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Website www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

WEEK 7 
Monday 9 June 

KING’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC 

HOLIDAY 
 

WEEK 8 
Friday 20 June 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

 

WEEK 9 
Monday 23 June 

Governing Council  

 

Wednesday 25 June 

Mid-year Reception Transition 

 

Thursday 26 June 

Mid-year Reception Transition 

 

 

http://www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P R O B L E M   S O L V I N G 
Presented to By For 
Ella M Mr Bigg improving in her problem 

solving ability to achieve 

success at school. 

Hemi L Miss Eldridge displaying excellent skills and 

strategies when problem 

solving. 

Loretta L Ms Huitema her enthusiastic approach to 

all mathematical tasks and 

challenging her learning with 

problem solving activities. 

Bailey R Mrs McCracken & 

Mrs Deppeler 

seeking help when needed. 

Lexi R Mrs McLean initiative demonstrated in her 

day to day conduct as she 

applies to her learning. 

E N G A G E M E N T 

Presented to By For 
Emilia E Mrs Spencer & 

Mrs Harding 

showing consistent learning 

growth and a positive attitude 

to learning. 

Rohin W-E Mr Bigg confidently engaging in maths 

lessons to achieve some great 

results. 

Isabelle H Miss Eldridge creating a fantastic video clip 

explaining the difference 

between rules and laws. 

Kain D Miss Eldridge enthusiastically participating in 

all activities and discussions. 

Charlotte S Mrs Cooper & 

Mrs Deppeler 

always striving to produce her 

best work. 

Ella G Mrs Cooper & 

Mrs Deppeler 

her focus and commitment 

towards her learning, giving 

her best effort. 

Madsen D Miss Schulz &  

Mrs Deppeler 

displaying a positive attitude 

towards PhOrMeS lessons and 

working hard to do his best. 

Destinee B Miss Schulz &  

Mrs Deppeler 

displaying a positive attitude 

towards all areas of her 

learning. 

Tiggy L Ms Hutchinson &  

Mrs Deppeler 

strong engagement in 

PhOrMeS lessons, taking on 

extensions to deepen 

understanding. 

Anna L Ms Munday &  

Mrs Bundy 

consistently connecting to all 

areas of her learning. 

Mai C-T Ms Munday &  

Mrs Bundy 

showing growth and 

connection in her learning. 

Meah Mc Mrs Widdison & 

Mrs Tilley 

consistently being an 

engaged and motivated 

learner. 

Elsie K Mrs Widdison & 

Mrs Tilley 

showing enthusiasm for and 

enjoyment of reading. 

Jack P Mrs Widdison & 

Mrs Tilley 

asking well thought out 

questions and making strong 

connections in his learning. 

Maliyah W Mrs McLean settling into her new school so 

quickly and being an 

excellent role model. 

C O L L A B O R A T I O N 

Presented to By For 
Rory K Mrs Spencer & 

Mrs Harding 

her positive attitude towards 

all learning opportunities and 

being kind to others. 

Chaz P Ms Huitema always working responsibly 

with group work activities and 

respecting the opinions of 

others. 

Riley W Mrs McCracken & 

Mrs Deppeler 

listening respectfully to peers 

and teachers. 

Marty S Miss Schulz &  

Mrs Deppeler 

always working collaboratively 

in group activities and happy 

to help everyone. 

R E S P E C T 
Presented to By For 
Timothy S Mr Savage &  

Miss Day 

always doing his best and 

for interacting respectfully 

with students and adults. 

Lyla T Mr Bigg always being very respectful 

to her classmates and 

teachers alike. 

Max Y Mrs McLean immense respect displayed 

towards learning and 

resilience when things don't 

go his way. 

Ruby D Ms Mitchell her kind and considerate 

manner as well as the 

wonderful effort with her 

learning. 

Hudson F Ms Mitchell making strong, positive 

choices and with his 

exceptional dedication to 

school activities and 

responsibilities. 

T H R I V I N G 

Presented to By For 
Ashlyn L Mrs Pitkin &  

Mrs Harding 

having a week of amazing 

starts to each morning. 

Jak G Mrs Pitkin &  

Mrs Harding 

demonstrating an amazing 

knowledge of the sounds 

learnt in PhOrMeS. 

Alice D Mr Savage &  

Miss Day 

always putting her best 

effort into her learning and 

for showing positive 

friendship behaviours. 

Harper S Miss Eldridge planning and drafting well 

written and persuasive 

expositions. 

Anna C Mrs Cooper & 

Mrs Deppeler 

continuously setting a good 

example for his peers by 

using the learner assets 

throughout all aspects of his 

learning. 

Abbi P Mrs McCracken & 

Mrs Deppeler 

showing engagement in 

writing and using FANBOYS 

to make compound 

sentences. 

Jameson D Mrs McCracken & 

Mrs Deppeler 

identifying independent 

and dependent clauses in 

complex sentences. 

Lexii B Mrs Dew challenging herself to be a 

Mental Maths marker. 

Ameilie D Mrs Dew challenging herself to be a 

Mental Maths marker. 

Harriet K Mrs Dew writing with beautifully 

linked letters in PhOrMeS. 

Tali J Ms Hutchinson &  

Mrs Deppeler 

engaging in all learning 

areas and taking on 

feedback. 

Keegan T Ms Hutchinson &  

Mrs Deppeler 

beginning to take risks 

outside of his comfort zone 

in different learning areas. 

Baden D Ms Munday &  

Mrs Bundy 

showing energy and 

commitment to his role as a 

student leader. 

Samuel A Mrs McLean engaging with his learning 

at a deeper level and 

working hard. 

Term 2, Week 4 



 

VISION AWARD WINNERS FROM WEEK 4 ASSEMBLY 

 

 

 

 

EXCURSION TO HONAN NATIVE FOREST – ROOMS T2 & T3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, week 3, we went to Honan Native 

Forest. It was so much fun. My favourite part was 

when we found a yellow Witchetty Grub. We 

found so many just so many bugs. We fenced off 

an area to investigate what lives in the soil. 

By Tiggy – T3 

We went on excursion to Honans Native Forest. 

We saw a yellow worm when we dug in our 

observation area. We had a smoking ceremony with 

Uncle Doug. 

We found rocks with animals that live in the 

forest painted on them. We listened to the sounds 

of the forest and I heard a bird. We also saw a red 

spider.  

By Olivia – T3 

We went on an 

excursion with Mel and 

Uncle Doug from 

Landscape SA. The 

weather was wet and 

raining and cold. We 

listened and waited. We 

heard birds and leaves 

crunching. 

By Ally – T3 

On our excursion we discovered that there are 

yellow worms. My favourite part was when we 

looked for the special rocks. We had so much fun 

even though it was raining most of the time. By 

Ava – T3 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In week 2, we travelled to Wannon Falls and stayed at The Outside Inn. 

Student’s eagerly set up their sleeping arrangements and then explored the 

grounds before eating lunch. After lunch, rotation activities began, which 

included Tower Games, Lego Challenge, Surrey Bikes, and Frisbee Golf. We 

also visited the waterfalls, and some people explored the rock pools. Some 

students returned a little wet. Tea consisted of nachos and apple crumble with 

whipped cream. A great time was had by all. 

Matilda L: The Tower Games included a basketball shootout and a hoop ring 

toss. We had to climb up the tower and throw the hoops or balls. We took turns 

at the roles of collecting the balls, pulling the rope, and throwing. 

Zoe Y: The Tower Games was the best activity because we had to shoot balls 

into the hoop from the top of the tower. 

Ryder W: I loved Frisbee Golf because we had to throw it hard and as far as we 

could. It took me a few throws to get it in the basket. 

Flynn R: Frisbee Golf was fun because I had to use persistence to get it into the 

basket. I needed to throw it accurately to get it as close as I could. Everyone 

did a great job! 

Riley W: In the Lego Challenge, we had to build the tallest tower in small groups. 

There was so much Lego to choose from. Our tower was the tallest. Yay for us! 

Mia C: Camp was so fun because we had lots of time with our friends. Being 

together with Room 6 was very nice because we work together at school with 

this class. 

Amelia J: A Surrey bike is a bike that looks like a golf cart but longer, with space 

for 8 people. Each person has pedals and needs to pedal at the same time as 

each other to make it go faster and smoother. When you stand up to pedal, it 

went better. They were difficult to push, but teamwork made it easier. 

Elliott B: The Tower Games were frightening looking down as it was 25 meters 

tall. AAAHHH!! We went for a night walk trying to spy the reflectors with torches. 

Year 3/4 Camp 



 

 

We celebrated our 15th year of National 

Simultaneous Storytime on Wednesday, 21st May 

11.30am, along with 2,204,658 people around 

Australia. Rooms A1, A2, A4 and Room 4 

gathered in the library to watch together. 

In readiness for Mem Fox's visit, classes made 

sensational displays for our library about different 

Mem Fox books. Please enjoy them here, or pop 

into the library to see for your self! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday  

21 May 2025 



SAPSASA FOOTBALL 
On the Monday it started to hail really, really hard. We were so wet 

but we still won the game. On Tuesday it was nice and sunny but we 

lost to Torrens River. We won the other two games on Wednesday. It 

was a three way tie for first with Onkaparinga and Southern Heights. 

Oliver C 

 

My name is Judd and I went to SAPSASA boys football last week. On 

Monday it was pouring in our first game and hailing. It was very windy. 

On Tuesday it was a good day, very sunny and not windy. We were 

very excited. When we went out there we had a good day and won 

5 games and lost 1. On the last day we were going to win the 

tournament. We needed to win all 3 of our games. We lost to Torrens 

River. We needed Onkaparinga to win their game and they did, so it 

was a three way tie for first spot with Onkaparinga and Southern 

Heights. Judd C 

 

I enjoyed playing SAPSASA football in Adelaide. I 

kicked 7 goals out of the 9 games that we played. We 

played one very tough game in the rain. Overall we 

came first. It was a three way tie for first. Everyone was 

very proud. 

Van A 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 


