
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Term 1 
This term has been a vibrant and engaging start to 2025. There has been so much 

learning sparking curiosity. Walking with the seasons is this terms Indigenous focus. 

Students have been building eel traps, identifying significant places and stories in and 

around Mount Gambier, foods, dreaming stories, language and changes to our 

environment.  

PhOrMeS is well underway and students are reaching goals and learning new spelling 

rules and sounds.  Maths fluency is across the school and students are improving their 

instant recall and accuracy.  

Bird art has also be reproduced by our senior students using different textures and 

colours.  Our Kitchen Garden program has also been a success, Apple and Rosemary 

Muffins has been an interesting taste explosion with some loving it and some not so sure.  

 

Neurodiversity day  

Was a sparkling success and the students learnt about the brain forest and the different 

ways our brains think.  This links with Zones of regulation and understanding our bodies 

and thinking.  

 

Year 5/6 Activities 

Our students recently participated in the Noorla Yo-Long activities, where they engaged 

in various team-building exercises and outdoor challenges. These activities are designed 

to enhance leadership skills and foster a sense of community among students. 

Harmony Day Celebrations 

Harmony Day was a vibrant celebration of our diverse school community. Students and 

staff wore orange to symbolise harmony and participated in cultural performances and 

activities that highlighted the importance of inclusivity and respect. 

Gold Coin Fundraiser for School Playground 

We are continuing to raise funds  to support the development of our school playgrounds. 

Your gold coin contributions will help create a fun and safe environment for our children 

to play and learn. Every coin counts! 

Choir Rehearsals Have Started 

Our school choir has begun rehearsals for the upcoming season. Students are practising 

diligently, and we look forward to their performances at Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre in 

term 3. Their dedication and talent are truly inspiring. 

Year 5 and 6 Camps to Ballarat and Warrnambool 

Year 5 and 6 students were eagerly anticipating their camps to Ballarat and 

Warrnambool which occurred this week. These camps offer a fantastic opportunity for 

students to explore new places, learn outside the classroom, and build lasting 

friendships. 

Camp Quality Puppet Show 

The Camp Quality Puppet Show visited our school, bringing joy and laughter to our 

students. The show uses puppetry to educate children about resilience and 

understanding, making it both entertaining and educational. 

Mr Snotbottom Performance 

Students were thrilled by the hilarious performance of Mr Snotbottom. His comedic 

antics and engaging show were a hit, providing a delightful break from the usual school 

routine.   

South East Athletics Carnival 

Our athletes represented McDonald Park School with pride at the South East Athletics 

Carnival. Their hard work and sportsmanship were evident as they competed in various 

events. Congratulations to all participants for their outstanding efforts! 

We look forward to more exciting events and activities in the coming weeks. Thank you 

for your continued support and involvement in our school community. 

 
Kirsty Hill, Daniel Castle & Lia Jordan 
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WEEK 11 

Friday 11 April 

Assembly 9:15am 

EARLY DISMISSAL 2:15pm 

TERM 2 - WEEK 1 

Monday 28 April 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

TERM 2 - WEEK 2 

Tues 6 May & Wed 7 May 

Rms 1 & 2 – Wannon Camp 

Wed 7 May & Thurs 8 May 

Rms 5 & 6 – Wannon Camp 

Friday 9 May 

Cross Country - Naracoorte 

 

 

 

http://www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATERIAL & SERVICES CHARGE 
A reminder that any outstanding Materials and Services Charge (school fees) are now overdue. 

If you have not applied for School Card and believe you may be eligible, please apply online via www.sa.gov.au. 

School Card must be applied for every year. 

Thank you to those families who have paid fees or made arrangements with the school to do so by instalment. If 

you wish to pay by instalment please speak to Julie (Finance Officer) ASAP. 

The following payment options are available to assist you with payments: 

Qkr! by mastercard is a free mobile app available from google play or iTunes. If you are interested and need further 

information please contact the front office. 

Direct Deposit 

Account name: McDonald Park Primary School  
Bank: Bendigo Bank 

BSB: 633-000 

Account number: 147553226 

Reference: please quote your family code or invoice number. 

EFTPOS facilities are available for payment including over the phone and by mail. 

Cash payments may be made in person at the front office. 
 

  

R E S P E C T 
Presented to By For 
Sadie T Mrs Pitkin &           

Mrs Harding 

always engaging with 

learning activities 

enthusiastically and being a 

good role model to all. 

Zack R Mrs Waters &       

Miss Day 

being a respectful member 

of A4, always using his 

manners and including 

others. 

Amelia G Miss Schulz &        

Mrs Deppeler 

being a respectful member 

of the class, always using 

her manners and showing 

kindness towards her peers. 

Willow O Mrs Cooper &       

Mrs Deppeler 

constantly displaying 

beautiful manners and 

always treating others with 

kindness. 

T H R I V I N G 

Presented to By For 
Leo C Mrs Pitkin &           

Mrs Harding 

engaging enthusiastically in 

maths and demonstrating a 

great understanding of all 

topics covered. 

Eli J Miss Schulz &        

Mrs Deppeler 

confidently progressing in his 

fluency of number facts 

recall. 

Ava D Miss Hutchinson & 

Mrs Deppeler 

taking on feedback and 

extending herself in literacy 

and math. 

Mateo S Mrs Cooper &       

Mrs Deppeler 

growing a love of learning 

and attempting all learning 

with a positive attitude. 

Spencer H Ms Huitema continually challenging his 

learning with all literacy and 

numeracy tasks. 

P R O B L E M   S O L V I N G 
Presented to By For 
Joey D Mrs Cooper &       

Mrs Deppeler 

showing a curiosity and 

interest in his learning by 

solving problems. 

E N G A G E M E N T 

Presented to By For 
Jasmine G Mrs Spencer &      

Mrs Harding 

her enthusiastic and positive 

attitude towards all learning 

opportunities. 

John R Mrs Spencer &      

Mrs Harding 

always having a "ready to 

learn" attitude and showing 

enthusiasm towards learning 

opportunities. 

Lacey C Mrs Waters &       

Miss Day 

always engaging in all 

learning areas and being an 

excellent role model to others. 

Michelle N Miss Hutchinson & 

Mrs Deppeler 

seeking support to improve 

learning in all areas. 

Hunter R Miss Hutchinson & 

Mrs Deppeler 

trying new strategies to 

support his learning. 

Will P Miss Hutchinson & 

Mrs Deppeler 

engaging in learning by 

listening attentively, 

participating and asking 

questions. 

Sommer B Mrs Cooper &       

Mrs Deppeler 

displaying a willingness to 

attempt all learning 

opportunities with a positive 

mindset. 

Ava C Ms Huitema engaging with her learning, in 

particular with addition sums in 

Maths. 

Term 1, Week 9 



SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 

Learning Assistance Program 

LAP 
 

The Learning Assistance Programme is a programme 

involving interested community volunteers working at 

schools, with specific children, on a one to one basis. 

We believe that every child has the right to reach his/her full 

potential socially, emotionally, physically and 

educationally. 

We believe that it is not only the parent / caregiver or 

teacher that can assist children to reach their potential, but 

a confidante is also an asset. 

The role of the volunteer is first and foremost to establish a 

caring relationship with the child. We believe that the LAP 

role is most beneficial in providing children with a significant 

other for emotional support. 

 

LAP IS BASED ON SIX “C’S” 
CARE - Positive relationship is vital 

COMMITMENT - Time and motivation 

COMMUNICATION - Sharing with another 

CONFIDENTIALITY - Of their work 

CONTENT - Work with teachers 

CO-OPERATION - Of all parties 

ROLE OF LAP VOLUNTEER 
1. Acts as a supporter, friend, someone to be 

safe with, is non-judgemental, a confidante 

and is sensitive to change and needs. 

2. Gives time to listen, share, play games, read 

stories, write stories. 

3. Spends time involved in activities within the 

school. 

4. Confidentially must be observed at all times. 

RESOURCES 

LAP volunteers may borrow any resource material from the 

School Resource Centre. A budget allocation will cover the 

cost of printing, pencils, paper etc. 

If you have a spare 45 min or one hour per week, or you 

know someone that you think would be interested in being 

involved in the program or would like more information, 

please give Linda Ward or Daniel Castle a call at school on 

8724 9811 or return the slip below. 

 

………………………………………………………………… 

 

LAP VOLUNTEERS FOR 2025 
 

I am interested in working as a LAP volunteer. 
 

 

Name: ………………………………………………..…… 

 

Phone number: ………………………………………….. 

 

Eldest child’s Name……………………………………… 

(IF APPLICABLE) 
 

Room no……………………………………… 

 

Room no……………………………………… 

 

 

SAPSASA FOOTBALL 
Congratulations Van A, Judd C and Oliver C. The 

boys have gained selection to represent the 

Lower South East at the SAPSASA Football State 

carnival in Adelaide. They will be competing from 

Monday 26 May to Wednesday 28 May. Well 

done and good luck boys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BASKETBALL MOUNT GAMBIER 
FREE ALL GIRLS CLINIC The Power of Her 

Basketball Mount Gambier and the Pioneers are 

excited to welcome all junior girls to the Ice House 

for a Free All Girls Clinic this April School Holidays. 

Facilitated by our @mountgambierpioneers 

women’s and men's player's these clinics will 

provide the perfect environment to meet some of 

our local NBL1 stars and hone your skills as you learn 

from our region’s best this school holidays!  

Wednesday 16th of April 

The Ice House, 451 Commercial St W,  

Mount Gambier SA 5290 

Your choice of Two Sessions 

Morning 9AM - 12PM 

Afternoon 1PM - 4PM 
Canteen Facilities Available 

Register today or contact the association for more 

details by emailing 

admin@basketballmtgambier.com.au. 

This clinic is made possible by SA Recreation and 

Sport and The Power of Her Infrastructure and 

Participation Program. 

mailto:admin@basketballmtgambier.com.au
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSARecandSport%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZV7e4FZsz4rO5LBTEyWOf115I6QOQ-t-67u9oOSb0m_Mq2Y5NYKqHOLZstr_9YyVviN1ejEZs7lkgD1Myiymq4IxgXd_xzPrS2aiVjjC7xuX-V_1zF0-brMFJmdri2c5m6kp_Ea8HIfUFgCLkA_X8eyFFb_avi6Jf1gGNvCNPZv2naf31zNPrc0-YeUMiashydFiQrWqFuo48xLJhyMDIqR%26__tn__%3D-%255dK-R&data=05%7C02%7CEvelyn.Stratman801%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Cbfcc3b4fbb704b8dd01208dd7585ecd7%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C638795940376676547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q%2B7CwbOqik4mY85sqQ8qHtp6Aw9Ko1%2FP8yhfIdZlSBU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FSARecandSport%3F__cft__%255b0%255d%3DAZV7e4FZsz4rO5LBTEyWOf115I6QOQ-t-67u9oOSb0m_Mq2Y5NYKqHOLZstr_9YyVviN1ejEZs7lkgD1Myiymq4IxgXd_xzPrS2aiVjjC7xuX-V_1zF0-brMFJmdri2c5m6kp_Ea8HIfUFgCLkA_X8eyFFb_avi6Jf1gGNvCNPZv2naf31zNPrc0-YeUMiashydFiQrWqFuo48xLJhyMDIqR%26__tn__%3D-%255dK-R&data=05%7C02%7CEvelyn.Stratman801%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Cbfcc3b4fbb704b8dd01208dd7585ecd7%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C638795940376676547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q%2B7CwbOqik4mY85sqQ8qHtp6Aw9Ko1%2FP8yhfIdZlSBU%3D&reserved=0


 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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APOLLO FOOTBALL CLUB 
Under 16 Girls team – Seeking Players 

 

We’re offering a "Come and Try" 

opportunity with the first 3 games free, 

and we can provide soccer boots and 

shin pads if needed, making it easy for 

new players to get involved. 

Thank you so much for any support 

you can provide in helping us keep 

this team alive. 

 

The best point of contact for anyone 

interested is Hamish Calderwood,  

Ph. 0407 064 523. 
 


