
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 School Camps 2025 
School camps are a memorable experience for our students, offering a 

blend of learning and activities outside of the classroom. For our primary 

school students, these camps also offer a chance to get to know peers in 

a different environment and form strong bonds. Camps also encourage 

independence and organisational skills as students need to ensure they 

stick to schedules, pack bags with everything they need and keep their 

dormitories organised and tidy. 

Term 1: 

The Year 5 cohort will venture to 

Warrnambool, to learn about the local 

history and also participate in a range of 

activities. The camp’s program is 

designed to ignite curiosity and 

encourage students to embrace new 

challenges with courage. At Flagstaff Hill 

students will experience what a 

classroom was like in the 1800s and the 

general life of all groups of people living in Warrnambool during this time. 

Students will also participate in surfing, kayaking and lawn bowls. 

Our Year 6 students will visit Ballarat, steeping themselves in Australia’s rich 

gold rush history. This historical context 

provides a unique educational 

opportunity, allowing students to 

connect with the past in a tangible 

way. The key historical events that the 

students will be learning about are the 

Gold Rush and the Eureka Stockade as 

well as what life was like during this 

period. Students will also take on 

challenging teambuilding activities 

including the giant swing, crate 

stacking and zip line.  
Term 2: 

Our year 3 and 4 students will visit Wannon Falls for a one-night camp in 

term 2. For many of our students this will be their first school camp. The focus 

of the year 3 and 4 camp is organised 

team building and adventure activities 

designed to promote collaboration and 

positive relationships between members 

of the classes.  
Thank you to the parents and carers who 

have volunteered to assist with our 

school camps this year. Also, thank you 

to our teachers who have organised 

each of these camps to a high degree of detail and thank you to all staff 

who are attending camps this year. 

 
Kirsty Hill, Daniel Castle & Lia Jordan 
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WEEK 9 
Monday 24 March to 

Friday 28 March 

Years 3-6 SWIMMING 

Friday 28 March 

Assembly 9:15am Gym 

 

WEEK 11 
Monday 7 April to 

Wednesday 9 April 

Yr 6 Ballarat Camp 

Yr 5 Warrnambool Camp 

Friday 11 April 

Assembly 9:15am 

EARLY DISMISSAL – 2:15pm 

 

 

 

http://www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C a s u a l   D a y   ~   W e e k   S e v e n 

 

Week 7’s casual day raised $358.  $286 in cash and $72 via Qkr!  

Funds raised will be going towards playground upgrades. 
 

 

P R O B L E M   S O L V I N G 
Presented to By For 
Nathaniel M Miss Eldridge using effective problem 

solving skills to solve our 

'problem of the day'. 

Logan W Mrs McCracken accepting learning challenges 

and mentoring others. 

Lara B Mrs Widdison &     

Mrs Tilley 

the careful way you work 

through math problems and 

explain your reasoning. Your 

clear explanations make your 

thinking visible. 

E N G A G E M E N T 

Presented to By For 
Emilia B Mr Bigg engaging well in all lessons 

and trying her best to improve 

her results. 

Nash M Mr Bigg engaging well in lessons and 

participating well in group and 

class discussions. 

Luka S Miss Eldridge consistently sharing her ideas 

and knowledge with the class. 

Jack H Miss Eldridge improving his focus and 

engagement in all lessons. 

Jax S Mrs McCracken showing curiosity and 

persistence in learning tasks. 

Charlotte B Ms Munday &       

Mrs Bundy 

showing excellent focus and 

working hard in all areas. 

Aisling D Mrs Widdison &     

Mrs Tilley 

actively participating in class 

discussions, asking insightful 

questions and sharing 

valuable knowledge. 

Nessa B Mrs McLean being an excellent influence 

within the classroom, while 

engaging in all set activities. 

Caylin JvV Mrs McLean engaging in set tasks and 

demonstrating an obvious 

improvement in confidence. 

Hannah M Ms Mitchell the thoughtful way she 

interacts with her peers and 

dedication to her learning. 

R E S P E C T 
Presented to By For 
Abi G Mr Bigg always being respectful to 

her classmates and 

teachers. 

Isla W Miss Eldridge finding ways to help keep 

our class a tidy and 

organised space. 

Andre V Mrs McCracken setting an example to others 

of following class rules and 

expectations 

Benji R Mrs Widdison &     

Mrs Tilley 

showing kindness and 

generosity as a class 

member, fostering a positive 

and supportive class culture. 

Lylah B Mrs McLean outstanding respect 

towards all learning aspects 

and displaying a positive 

attitude daily. 

T H R I V I N G 

Presented to By For 
Lucas M Mr Bigg actively participating in 

class discussions and getting 

great results with his work. 

Harriet K Mrs Dew thriving in maths. 

Gemma M Ms Munday &       

Mrs Bundy 

growing in confidence 

sharing her thinking and 

working with others. 

Brax B Mrs McLean an amazing work ethic, he 

completes all set work and 

is willing to accept 

challenges. 

Kayleigh R Ms Mitchell the conscientious way she 

goes about her learning 

and fulfilling her leadership 

responsibilities. 

C O L L A B O R A T I O N 

Presented to By For 
Evie K Mrs McCracken being a mentor in maths, 

able to explain her thinking 

and solutions with others. 

Elliott B Mrs Dew listening to other people in 

group work. 

Dhriya P Mrs Dew providing good feedback. 

Term 1, Week 7 

CALLS TO FRONT OFFICE 
 

In a school the front office is a very busy place. We are 

happy to pass on messages to students about urgent 

matters, but we do ask that all non-urgent messages 

be kept to a minimum. 

In addition to the front office being busy, please be 

mindful that teachers are not able to check Seesaw 

messages while teaching during the day and may not 

see a message until after the school day. 

Please arrange with your children what is going to 

happen at home time before they go to school in the 

morning. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDENT VOICE 
Student voice is a valuable element in our school. This year we have made some changes to student voice. We now have two student 

leadership groups in our upper primary, the ambassadors and the sports captains. Each class has a student representative who attends 

‘think tank’ meetings three times a term. During these meetings, the students work in cross age groups, lead by an ambassador to discuss 

specific topics, such as fundraising, how community points should be used and the new playground development. We have had two 

meetings so far and it has been great to hear the opinions and ideas of students from across the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In week 8 the people from Camp Quality came to 

our school to perform a puppet show about cancer. 

My favourite part about it was how the AFL was 

going on in the show. I liked how at the end, the girl 

made it. What I didn’t like was why they had to show 

us this. I think it is because cancer is a really big 

thing these days, so we should have some knowledge 

about it. Nathaniel M  

Last week we saw a puppet show about 

cancer. We learnt what cancer is like. I 

really liked the bit when they went to the 

disco. The characters were Ariel and Tom. 

Ariel is a puppet and she had cancer. The 

show was by camp quality. I really liked the 

show. Harper S 

Last week we saw the camp quality puppet show. My 

favourite part was when Tom was in the soccer 

match. Luka S  

Last week we saw the camp quality show. My 

favourite part was when the brother scored a goal. 

Isla W  

Camp quality was good and they taught us about cancer. The bit 

that I didn’t like was Aussies bit. My favourite bit was the whole 

rest of the show, except Aussie.  Alexis B  

The camp quality show was the 

best because it wasn’t loud. It 

was good. The brother played 

soccer and the sister had 

cancer. Zade K 

Last week we watched a story about a girl that had cancer and 

her brother Andy who was a soccer player. He made the team 

and he played on the bench. Ryder W  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday we went to Honan's Native Forest.  We got 

to throw a boomerang and we got to collect wattle 

seeds  to crush because we were trying to make flour. - 

Tyson T2 
 

Yesterday we went on an excursion to Honan's Native 

Forest.  On the excursion we crushed wattle seeds and we 

did the kangaroo dance.  We saw jumping ants and 

animal footprints. - Luna T2 
 

On Wednesday we went to Honon Native Forest. I liked 

throwing the boomerang. I got to be rocked in the 

kangaroo skin blanket. We sat on logs and didn’t talk. We 

heard forest and animal sounds. I had a fun day at Honon 

Native Forest. – Riley T3 
 

Last week we went on a excursion to Honon Native Forest. 

My favourite part was throwing the boomerang. We also 

went on a walk with Damien and Mel. We did a kangaroo 

and emu dance with Uncle Doug. We made smoke with 

fire sticks, I made smoke on my first try. I collected 

blackwood seeds, but then I put them back. – Ava T3 

 

On Tuesday Mr Snotbottom came to our school and did a comedy 

performance. My favourite part was when he called people up to 

be in the band. He called Mr Bigg up to show us his snotty bottom. 

I loved it when we could ask him questions and take a photo with 

him. It was very funny when Romeo put the snotty tissue on his 

head like a hat.  Scarlett P 

I liked the Mr Snotbottom performance because it was funny 

and silly. Also I liked it because he was squirting water at us and 

he was putting his clothes on backwards. His pants were falling 

down. He had all of these tops that had heaps of different things 

written on them. It was funny when Romeo had a dirty cloth on 

his head.  Amirah M  

On Tuesday we saw Mr Snotbottom and he was 

very funny. My favourite part was when the band 

didn’t show up so he created a band from the 

audience. Theo W  

Mr Snotbottom was really funny. I liked it when he 

squirted water all over us. My favourite bit was 

when he put the snotty cloth on Romeo’s head. The 

band was really funny. Hemi L  

Yesterday we went to see Mr Snotbottom. I 

liked it because it was funny. My favourite 

part was when he made kids be his band. They 

played a mop a duster and some bins. It 

sounded like rock music. Saphira C-G 

Yesterday we watched a performance 

made by Mr Snotbottom. My favourite 

part was the band. I also liked the part 

when Mr Snotbottom showed us that 

he is a snotbottom.  William B  
Yesterday Mr Snotbottom 

came to our school. My 

favourite bit was when he got 

his band from the crowd. 

Romeo was picked from my 

class. Will W  



SAPSASA INFO. 

As well as track and field events we have lots of 

students nominating to participate in up-and-

coming SAPSASA competitions such as netball 

and football. Please be aware that some events 

are only open to specific year levels. If your child 

is considering participating in these, please keep 

an eye on Seesaw as all information will be 

shared through this platform. Students can come 

and get a hard copy of information from the front 

office once the SAPSASA information has been 

posted to Seesaw. There will be information 

coming out shortly about Cross Country, which 

will be held on Friday May 9th in Naracoorte. 

School T-Ball 

 
Connor - I favourite 

moment was 

catching the ball for 

the first time ever 

and getting 

someone out. I also 

hit a home run. It 

was great! 

 

Logan - I have loved 

hitting home runs 

and getting people 

out when I throw 

the ball to the base 

where they are 

running. 

 

Zade - I can finally 

hit really far and I 

am proud of myself. 

My coach Ben was 

really helpful and 

kind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April 2nd (Week 10) is World Autism Awareness 

Day. This global event has been celebrated since 2007 to 

raise awareness, acceptance, and appreciation of autistic 

people. At McDonald Park, we are dedicated to creating 

an inclusive environment where every student feels valued 

and supported. Our Autism Inclusion Teacher (AIT), Deanne 

Spencer, promotes inclusion and diversity by sharing best 

practices and resources through the AIT initiative. The poster 

below shares some considerations that have been made by 

the autistic and autism communities around some respectful 

ways we can promote autism awareness, acceptance and 

appreciation. If you have any questions, please don’t 

hesitate to contact Deanne Spencer for further information 

about improving support for children and students with 

autism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



District Athletics Day 
On Friday 21st of March a group of students, 

ranging from years 3-6, travelled to Grant High 

School to participate track and field events in the 

district Athletics day. These students represented 

our school well and we are proud of the way they 

conducted themselves on the day. Whether they 

attained a place or not, each student used 

persistence and resilience to do their very best in 

their event. Thank you to the parent community 

who came to support our students, the SAPSASA 

organising body, in particular Tony O’Connell and 

Grant High School for ensuring the day ran 

smoothly. We have 5 students who placed first in an 

event and will be invited to participate in SAPSASA 

in Adelaide. We wish them good luck and know 

they will continue to strive for their best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENT NAME PLACE 
9 year boys 

100M 

Elliott B 2nd 

9 year boys 

Shot Put 

Jay C 3rd 

9 year boys 

Discus 

Jay C 3rd 

9 year girls 

100m 

Ella P 3rd 

9 year girls 

800m 

Gabriella P 2nd 

9 year girls 

Long Jump 

Gabby A 2nd 

9 year girls 

Shot Put 

Gabby A 1st 

10 year boys 

100m 

Nash M 3rd 

10 year boys 

High Jump 

Jax S 2nd 

10 year boys 

Discus 

Jax S 1st 

10 year girls 

200m 

Amelia J 1st 

10 year girls 

800m 

Amelia J 2nd 

11 year boys 

800m 

Cruz C 1st 

11 year girls 

800m 

Chloe B 3rd 

11 year girls 

High Jump 

Anna L 3rd 

11 year girls 

Shot Put 

Charlotte B 2nd 

11 year girls 

Long Jump 

Chloe B 3rd 

11 year girls 

Discus 

Charlotte B 1st 

12 year boys 

200m 

Judd C 2nd 

12 year boys 

800m 

Benji R 1st 

12 year boys 

High Jump 

Judd C 2nd 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ignite Your Child’s Sense of Adventure This Autumn with 

Wilderness Escape!  

As the weather cools, let your child embrace the great outdoors 

with Wilderness Escape! For over 34 years, we’ve been South 

Australia’s leading provider of dynamic, educational outdoor programs for 

kids aged 5 to 17. Our fully qualified and experienced staff create a safe, 

supportive, and exciting environment where kids can explore, learn, 

and grow. 

This April school holidays, we’re offering an action-packed mix of land 

and water-based activities to keep kids active and engaged. Whether 

they’re kayaking, fishing, and snorkelling or tackling activities at 

our Mount Lofty Adventure Hub, there’s an adventure waiting for every 

young explorer! 

No experience? No problems! Our expert instructors provide all the 

equipment and guidance needed, ensuring every child feels confident 

taking on new challenges. More than just fun, our programs help 

kids build resilience, make new friends, and develop a deeper 

connection with nature. 

 

Spots fill fast—secure your child’s place today!  

Call (08) 8165 2022 

https://wildernessescape.com.au/school-

holiday-programs/   

let the adventure begin! 

tel:0881652022
https://wildernessescape.com.au/school-holiday-programs/
https://wildernessescape.com.au/school-holiday-programs/


 


