
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Back ~ Term 4 
Welcome back to term 4. Term 4 is traditionally a very busy term as we 

conclude and celebrate the planning of one year while simultaneously 

planning for another. I sincerely thank the amazing team that surround me 

as I leave this busy term in their hands. The backfilling of the Education 

Director position was unexpected, and too good an opportunity for me to 

turn down.  I look forward to supporting the school within this position and 

being a part of the end of year celebrations upon my return in week 9. 

Some of the planning for 2025 has been ongoing for much of this year, in 

particular a review of the structure of the learning day and investigating 

ways of ensuring optimal learning conditions. Research and experience 

shows that the most focused learning occurs in the morning and that 

children learn best when the day is broken up with scheduled movement 

breaks and opportunities for refueling the brain with food and water. 

Therefore, next year we will begin the year by trialing a new day structure 

as developed by staff and approved by Governing Council.  

 

The day timetable will be as follows: 

8:50am – 10:00  

10:00 – 11:00  

11:00 – 11:20 (Morning recess) 

11:20 – 12:30  

12:30 – 1:00 (Lunch play) 

1:00 – 1:10 (Lunch eating) 

1:00 – 2:00  

2:00 – 2:15 (Afternoon recess) 

2:15 – 3:15  

 

Some points to note and consider 

- The learning day will begin 5 minutes earlier than it currently does 

- Students will have more opportunities to snack and have a 

movement break, optimising learning 

- Lunch eating will occur after the play break, limiting food wastage 

as students will not be leaving lunch in order to play. This eating 

time will be focused and consistent across classes. 

- Essentially the canteen will run as it currently does, with the 

exception of no over the counter sales at lunch, as this will continue 

to be food preparation time, these items will be able to be 

purchased through the ordering system. Frozen cups will no longer 

be on the menu, but icy poles will remain an option. The canteen 

will not be open during the afternoon recess. 

 

Planning for class structures, class placement and staffing is well underway. 

Please be reminded to submit any requests regarding class placement in 

writing by October 18. 

Learning buddy preferences need to be returned to current class teachers 

by Monday 21 October. Learning buddy preferences are a list of students 

who enhance your child’s learning and wellbeing. 

Kirsty, Daniel, Jess & Lia 

 

 

McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers. 
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Week 1 
Friday, 18 October 

Assembly 9.15am 

 

Week 2 
Monday, 21 October 

Governing Council 

meeting, 7.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 3 
Friday, 1 November 

Assembly 9.15am 
 

Week 4 

http://www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our awards are centred on our school vision. Students will be recognised for their collaboration, respect, engagement, 

problem solving or progress (thriving). 

McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solving. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C O L L A B O R A T I O N 

Presented to By For 

Estelle J Mrs Deppeler Her positive attitude 

towards all learning 

opportunities and being 

kind to others. 

Amelia F Mrs McCracken 

& Ms Hutchinson 

Consistently working well 

with peers and contributing 

to group success with 

enthusiasm and co-

operation. 

E N G A G E M E N T 

Presented to By For 

Harmony P Mrs Dew The engagement and 

creativity shown in her 

savannah biome tasks. 

Tex L Mrs Pitkin & 

Mrs Harding 

Engaging in handwriting 

lessons and taking pride in 

completing his work. 

Evie A-C Mrs Spencer Seeking feedback and 

actively demonstrating 

persistence and effort in 

writing lessons. 

Nate M Mrs Spencer His enthusiastic and 

positive attitude towards 

all learning opportunities. 

Hudson C Mrs Deppeler Settling into his new class 

routines and being 

organised to start learning. 

Marty S Mrs Deppeler Incredible focus and 

precision during our 

weekly handwriting 

sessions. 

Evie F Miss Schulz & 

Mrs Malthouse 

Always having a ‘ready to 

learn’ attitude and 

showing enthusiasm in 

maths. 

Reagan R Miss Schulz & 

Mrs Malthouse 

Engaging in PhOrMeS 

lessons with a positive 

attitude. 

Saphira G Miss Eldridge Being engaged in our 

design and technology 

lesson and creating well 

constructed puppets. 

Max B Miss Eldridge Using the engineering 

process effectively to 

create a marionette of 

Cyan. 

Zara C Mrs McCracken & 

Ms Hutchinson 

Having a positive attitude 

and effort towards all 

learning opportunities. 

Amirah M Mrs Dew Showing resilience in 

overcoming problems 

during her woodlands 

biome tasks. 

Darcy H Mrs Wilson &  

Mrs Harding 

Settling well into his new 

school and engaging with 

his learning. 

Jaden G Mrs Wilson & 

Mrs Harding 

Displaying a strong work 

ethic and settling well into 

new school routines. 

R E S P E C T 

Presented to By For 

Jonti P Mrs McCracken 

& Ms Hutchinson 

Demonstrating respect and 

consideration towards 

classmates and teacher in 

our school. 

T H R I V I N G 

Presented to By For 

Emilia B Miss Eldridge Consistently striving to do 

her best and extend her 

understanding. 

Tyler J Miss Eldridge Improving his fluency of 

addition, subtraction and 

multiplication facts. 

Alexis B Miss Schulz & 

Ms Hutchinson 

Working consistently across 

all areas of her learning. 

Mia W Mrs Cooper & 

Ms Hutchinson 

Settling into McDonald Park 

School well, demonstrating 

a positive attitude and an 

eagerness to learn. 

Amelia G Mrs Deppeler Constantly striving to 

improve her writing by 

incorporating new 

knowledge from ‘write to 

learn’ lesson. 

Flynn R Mrs McCracken 

& Ms Hutchinson 

Showing consistent learning 

growth and a positive 

attitude towards learning. 

Shae A Mrs Pitkin &  

Mrs Harding 

Always striving to do her 

best and having a positive 

attitude towards her 

learning. 

Jebb P Mrs Spencer Showing growth in his 

writing ability and being 

creative. 

Mia M Mrs Waters & 

Mrs Hill 

Increasing her confidence 

at school and having a go 

at all learning activities. 

Jasper M Mrs Waters & 

Mrs Hill 

Successfully engaging and 

thriving in all learning areas. 

Lara P Mrs Wilson & 

Mrs Harding 

Being work task focussed 

and making strong progress 

in literacy and maths. 

P R O B L E M   S O L V I N G 

Presented to By For 

Lylah B Mrs McCracken & 

Ms Hutchinson 

Thinking deeply to solve 

mathematical problems 

and explain her thinking to 

others. 

Abi G Mrs Cooper & 

Ms Hutchinson 

Consistently demonstrating 

exceptional problem 

solving skills, engagement 

and collaboration. She 

approaches challenges 

with a positive attitude 

and a keen mind set. 

Term 3, Week 10 



 

 

 
This term, in week 3, the Arts Committee 

have organised an incursion for the 

whole school. Each class in the school will 

have the opportunity to participate in a 

100 minute GooRoo Lego Animation 

workshop. GooRoo's Lego Animation 

workshop gives children the opportunity 

to create their very own "Brick Films". The 

participants will get a behind the scenes 

glimpse of what goes into producing 

animation on a professional level. They 

will build a scene and then learn how to 

bring it to life using the app Stop Motion 

Studio. The finished videos will be 

screened to the class and uploaded to 

YouTube via the GooRoo Animation 

Workshops channel to be shared with 

friends and family. The workshop explores 

aspects of the Technologies curriculum, 

developing students' technological 

literacy, problem solving, critical thinking, 

communication and storytelling 

capabilities. The cost for this event has 

been subsidised by the rural and isolated 

fund and there will be no charge to 

families. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAPSASA 
 

Cricket 

Congratulations to Tyler C, Parker L and Judd 

C who have been selected to represent 

McPark in the Lower South East SAPSASA 

cricket team, competing in Adelaide at the 

beginning of November. 

 

Tennis 

Congratulations to Campbell B who has 

been selected to represent McPark in the 

Lower South East SAPSASA Tennis team. He 

will be competing in Adelaide from 20 to 22 

of November. 
 

 

 

 

At the end of each year we recognise a girl 

and boy from each year level for their 

academic achievement. Last year we asked 

for sponsorship from the community for these 

awards and had an overwhelming response. 

We have 12 awards valued at $30.00 and are 

looking for sponsors. The recipient receives a 

$30.00 voucher and certificate indicating 

who sponsored the award (organised by the 

school). 

 

If your family or business would like to 

become a sponsor of these awards you will 

be acknowledged at the end of year 

presentation. Please indicate below if you 

would like to participate. Any further queries 

please contact the front office. 
…………………………………………………………………….... 
 

McDonald Park School 

2024 Academic Sponsorship 
 

Name:  ………………………………………………………... 
 

 

Telephone:  ………………………………………………….. 
 

Email:  …………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

Sponsorship 



 

2024 SCHOOL MAGAZINE 
 

 

Once again we are 

offering a school 

magazine for the 2024 

year. This is a fantastic 

opportunity to capture 

your child’s primary 

years in a magazine 

format. This year’s 

magazine will be in full 

colour. 

Forms will come home 

today. Orders with 

money need to be 

returned to the front 

office by Friday, 8th December. 

Please remember to still return the order form if 

payment is made via Qkr!. 

 

 

PARKING REMINDER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

 

A huge shoutout to our amazing community 

for coming together to make last term’s 

Colour Run a vibrant success! We needed 

plenty of pool noodles to create our start line 

and obstacle course, and thanks to your 

generous donations—both used and new—

we pulled it off in style. Special thanks to 

Hannah and her team at Bunnings Mount 

Gambier for their incredible donation of 25 

pool noodles! 

The students loved every second of it, with 

feedback like: 

 “It’s like running through a colourful 

rainbow!” 

 “It felt like breaking down a wall.” 

 “Every time we went through, we 

made a dramatic entrance.” 

It was a blast watching the creative ways 

everyone tackled the course—there was no 

shortage of fun and energy! Thanks to all for 

making it a memorable day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


