
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers. 

Issue No 14, 31/08/2023 - Week 6, Term 3 
 

 

Principal – Kirsty Hill 

Chairperson Governing Council – Sally Bailey 

57 North Terrace, Mount Gambier. SA 5290  

Telephone 08 8724 9811   Fax 08 8725 0254   Email  dl.1021.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Website www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au 

 

 

 

Week 6 
Friday 1 September 

Assembly 9:15am 

Week 7 
Friday 8 September 

CASUAL DAY 

Week 8 
Tuesday 12 September 

Wipe out Waste 

performance in gym 

Thursday 14 September 

Musical dress rehearsal 1 

10:55am – 3:00pm 

Friday 15 September 

Assembly 9:15am 
 

Musical dress rehearsal 2 

10:55am – 3:00pm 

 

 

 
  

Prior to Book Week, we spent time looking at all the 

shortlisted books and categories. So many wonderful tales 

and so many favourites! Students had the chance to be 

judges themselves, voting on which books they would 

choose if they were the actual judges. The winners were 

announced in week 5. This year's theme was 'Read, Grow, 

Inspire' and a giant tree emerged in our resource centre... 

Book Week was celebrated with guest story readers who 

read shortlisted books to classes. These were mostly people 

who do not often have the chance to read to students, 

which made it extra special. Thank you to: Ms. Hill, Mrs. 

Day, Mr. Castle, Ms. Jordan, Ms. Bundy, Mr Lewis, Mrs. 

Thompson, Mrs. Moelder, Mrs. Major and Mayor Martin for 

their time.  

On Wednesday morning we held our annual Book Week 

Parade. This is always a highlight of the week! 

In week 6 we are continuing the celebrations with the 

renewal of an old favourite - 'Storytime at dusk'. You may 

remember some years ago we had many happy 

memories with 'Stories in Fairyland'. Thanks to Mr. Castle, 

Mrs. McCracken, Mrs. Day and Ms. Huitema for being our 

story readers for this exciting evening event.  

Reading is treasured at McDonald Park School and it is a 

delight to focus completely on books during Book Week. 

 

EARLY 

CHILDHOOD 

BOOK OF 

THE YEAR 

YOUNG 

READERS 

BOOK OF 

THE YEAR 

INFORMATION 

BOOK OF THE 

YEAR 

PICTURE 

BOOK OF 

THE YEAR 

NEW 

ILLUSTRATOR 

OF THE YEAR 

http://www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Tuesday and Wednesday night, many families brought their pyjama-clad children to school for our inaugural 

'Storytime at dusk' event. The resource centre was lit with fairy lights, and we snuggled down to listen to stories read 

by Mr Castle, Mrs McCracken, Mrs Day and Ms Huitema. Afterwards, children wrapped their hands around cups of 

milo and nibbled on biscuits. They had the opportunity to show their families around our new library furnishings and 

cuddled together with books. 

It was such a delightful evening. We thank you for coming and celebrating the end of Book Week with us! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A3 had a delightful time searching for, and borrowing books, this morning in the resource 

centre during Book Sharing with Mrs Harding and Miss Schulz. They are so knowledgeable 

about the different areas in our library! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our awards are centred on our school vision. Students will be recognised for their collaboration, respect, engagement, problem solving or 

progress (thriving). McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school will attend a Wipe Out Waste performance 

on Tuesday 12 September (week 8) in the gym. The 

performance will focus on recycling and waste 

management, which supports the foci of our student 

leadership Environment group. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P R O B L E M   S O L V I N G 
Presented to By For 
Alex R Miss Squire challenging himself in our 

maths learning by working with 

tricky numbers and showing 

them in lots of different ways. 

Max H Mrs Wilson &    

Mrs Fox 

his earnest participation and 

excitement in his learning. Max 

is determined to find solutions 

to problems and is confident to 

share his approach with others. 

He is a thoughtful and friendly 

class member. 

Logan W Mrs Cooper &  

Mrs Harding 

applying effective mental 

strategies to solve addition and 

subtraction problems during 

fluency time. 

Brax B Mrs Cooper &  

Mrs Harding 

showing curiosity and interest in 

his learning by solving problems 

and questioning processes. 

Imogen B Mrs McCracken    

& Mrs Dempsey 

using multiple strategies when 

working out multiplication 

problems. 

E N G A G E M E N T 

Presented to By For 
Austin M Mrs Spencer & 

Miss Hutchinson 

being positive, happy and 

motivated to learn new and 

challenging sounds in Read 

Write Inc. 

Evie A-C Ms Huitema clearly explaining how long 

certain activities take with our 

math unit on time duration. 

Hailie W Miss Squire showing excellent 

mathematical understanding 

and reasoning during our daily 

maths chats. 

Anna C Miss Squire happily giving everything a go 

and trying her best. 

Luke D Miss Squire working hard towards meeting 

his writing goals and improving 

the quality of his sentences. 

Mitchell D Mrs Wilson &    

Mrs Fox 

engagement with all aspects of 

his new school; enthusiastically 

participating in all learning and 

showing interest and enjoyment 

in the company of his new 

classmates. 

Romeo L Mrs Bisnov &      

Mr Bigg 

consistently displaying an 

excellent, responsible attitude 

to all his learning. 

Digby N Mrs Bisnov &      

Mr Bigg 

always having a go at new 

activities and being positive 

when attempting new 

challenges. 

Amelia F Mrs McCracken 

& Mrs Dempsey 

actively engaging in dance 

lessons. 

R E S P E C T 
Presented to By For 
Tiggy L Miss Schulz always showing patience and 

kindness towards her 

classmates. 

T H R I V I N G 

Presented to By For 
Tyler J Mrs Spencer & 

Miss Hutchinson 

actively participating in all 

learning opportunities with a 

positive attitude. 

Cody E Ms Huitema moving up to level 6 with his 

reading and his improved 

efforts with writing. 

Jameson D Miss Schulz continuing to show great 

improvement and 

independence towards his 

reading. 

Zane C Mrs Pitkin &      

Mrs Fox 

explaining his mathematical 

thinking to his peers. 

Elliott B Mrs Pitkin &      

Mrs Fox 

actively participating in maths 

and helping his peers by 

explaining strategies used. 

Millie P Mrs Bisnov &      

Mr Bigg 

achieving fantastic results in 

her spelling dictation tests. 

Kace P Mrs McCracken 

& Mrs Dempsey 

developing a quick recall of 

addition and multiplication 

facts. 

Dominic A Mrs McCracken 

& Mrs Dempsey 

actively seeking challenges in 

his math learning. 

Harlow D Mrs Dew her improvement in decimals, 

working above standard for 

mental maths problems. 

C O L L A B O R A T I O N 

Presented to By For 
Aurora S Mrs Spencer & 

Miss Hutchinson 

showing patience and kindness 

when helping her learning 

partner. 

Nash M Mrs Cooper &  

Mrs Harding 

working effectively in all areas 

and encouraging others to do 

their best and challenge their 

thinking. 

Lukas V Mrs Dew sharing his ideas to help 

improve other’s writing in group 

work. 

Term 3, Week 4 



 

 

2024 ENROLMENTS 
During term four we will begin the process of setting up 

classes for the following year. It is essential that we know 

as soon as possible of any changes in future enrolments. 

If you know of any new children who will be starting at 

McDonald Park School in 2024 or of families leaving 

McDonald Park School would you please contact us as 

soon as possible. The allocation of teachers and number 

of classes at each year level is dependent on accurate 

information so we appreciate your support in notifying 

any changes to the front office. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR CLASS PLACEMENT 
 Class composition is based on expected numbers for 

each year level and where possible to provide flexibility 

to allow for the placement of new enrolments. 

 This school appreciates that sometimes, because of 

special circumstances, parents would like to have input 

into the class selection for their child. 

 Whether a student remains with a teacher for more 

than one year is at the discretion of the school. 

 Students need to be distributed evenly across classes 

within the school in accordance with Department for 

Education guidelines. 

 At the end of third term, a note will be placed in the 

newsletter advising parents that the process is about to 

begin and requesting that parents put information in 

writing regarding their child’s needs. All requests to be 

submitted by Friday, week one of term four. This 

information needs to be completed annually, requests 

will not be carried over for future years. 

 Requests must be child focussed and on the basis of a 

welfare issue - medical or social / emotional need. (Not 

a request for a specific teacher) 

 Recommendations from pre-school teachers will be 

taken into consideration when allocating foundation 

students. 

 Late submissions will only be considered in exceptional 

circumstances. 

 Prior to class selection, students will be given the 

opportunity to list the names of five preferred learning 

partners, to be acknowledged by parents. 

 While all requests will be considered, allocation of 

students to classes will ultimately be at the discretion of 

staff. 

 The process takes six to seven weeks to complete and 

is completed as part of the staff meeting schedule. 
 

Next term we will begin organising classes for 2024. If 

parents believe they have information, which will help 

with their child’s placement, please put this information 

in a letter addressed to the principal, marked 

‘confidential’ by the end of week one of next term. We 

cannot promise that we will be able to meet every 

request; however; the information will be taken into 

consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAPSASA SOCCER 
The first game we played, we didn’t play to the best 

of our ability because everyone was nervous. It ended 

up being a 2-2 draw. They scored in the last minute. 

The game after, I scored the winning goal against Port 

Pirie. We won 3-2. 

When be versed the Riverland team, they scored then 

I scored. This game was a tie, 

1-1. 

Lower South East ended up 

placing 2nd overall, with Mount 

Barker and the Riverland both 

placing first. Hamish H 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
 

Please send your 

completed Premier's 

Reading Challenge 

forms to the resource 

centre as soon as 

possible. Medals and 

certificates will be 

presented at assembly in 

November. 

 

 

 
  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Junior Registration Day 
 

Tuesday,  5 September 2023, 4.00pm to 5.30pm 

Thursday, 7 September 2023, 3.30pm to 5.00pm 
 

If your child is interested in playing Saturday morning  

competition tennis this season, please attend one of the  

registration days. Cost for the season is $120.00 plus a club  

polo (approximately $40.00), sports vouchers can be used  

as we are registered provider. 

 

Hot Shots Tennis will run during term four on Monday  

afternoons. This is a six week program aimed at 5 to 8 year 

olds beginning 23 October 2023.  

 

Please email mtgambiertennisclub@gmail.com for more  

Information or to register your interest. 
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