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LEARNING AND GROWING TOGETHER

LEARNING IN 2020

This is certainly an unusual year for us all. We would like to congratulate and thank all of our students and families
on the overwhelmingly positive way that our school community has managed the changing learning conditions
this year. This unprecedented h  ealth event has created disruption to so many of the important parts of school, sport
and community events for our students and has required so much flexibility and adjustment from them. We are

extremely proud of the way they have coped with the constant c
They have shown resilience and determination which we know

Currently, our school remains open to all student

s. We have welcomed back over 95

hanges and with the new conditions of learning.

will set them up positively for the future.

% of our students and

timetables have remained as usual. Students and staff have engaged with their learning rapidly, although some

activities look a little different to what they might have prior to COVID
-to-face or home learning or a combination of these, depending on individual

the transition to online, face
circumstances.

-19. Our students have successfully managed

Some of our students are learning from home, and staff have been in touch with those families about the work

assigned via Seesaw or printed learning packs. If stud
undertaking the set work at home.

Safe conditions have been and will continue to be maintained
advertised. A Ithough schools are exempt from some of the m
public there are a number of things we are doing, we

ore specific health restriction
are practising social distancing within the classrooms as much
as possible, utilising all the space and spreading students out for learning. Additi

ents are not at school, it is expected that parents are

. With various processes being put in place as
s imposed on the general

onal specialist cleaning staff have

been employed to clean playgrounds, door handles and high traffic areas each day. Hand sanitiser is available in
every classroom and students are being asked to wash their hands before and after every break, after using the

toilet and whenever they have touched equipment.

Parents are requested to adjust their routines in order to reduce the number of adults on the grounds. Dropping

students off and picking up outside the school gate is preferred, and please do not congre

gate outside classrooms

or in the yard. Our playgrounds are also not available to anyone before or after school. If parents need to speak
with class teachers, we ask that you use Seesaw messages or phone calls for contact.

Facebook remains the most immed iate way for us to
communicate changes with you so please make sure

you have 06likedd our page t
Seesaw messages from your ¢
also be used if we need to communicate with you. As

usual, if your contact details  change please update

us immediately.

Once again we thank you for your continued support,
positive messages and encouragement in these trying
times. We are indeed, all in this together.

Kirsty Trahar, Sharon Day, Daniel Castle, Lia Jordan
Senior Staff
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McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers.


http://www.mcparkr7.sa.edu.au/

ANZAC DAY

McDonald Park School has a strong tradition of showing our respect to our
veterans and services people on ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day. Our
student leaders and senior staff usually attend the service and lay a wreath
on behalf of our school community, in honour of those who have served
our country.

Due to COVID -19 restrictions this year, the RSL did not hold its usual services
on ANZAC Day. However we still showed our respect in our own way.

Our student leaders met with senior staf f at the Lone Pine at McDonald
Park School at dawn, for a short ceremony to honour our veterans. This
small ceremony followed social distancing guidelines in order to keep
ourselves safe. We then delivered our wreath to the base of the Mount
Gambier War Me morial monument at Vansittart Park.

The student leadership team were very fortunate to have the school organise our very own dawn service even though it

was a little different to the annual service held for the town. Instead of laying our wreath in front of the local community

of Mount Gambi er , we held our own dawn service beside the scho
lay our very own wreath in memory of those who served our country. | feel like this is an important day because we

recognise the people who were fearless enough to serve our country and people who have sacrificed their life. As |

watched the sunrise during our one minute silence | could not imagine how hard it would have been during the war and
appreciated the bravery shown by the ANZACS. Isabella S

ANZAC Day was very different this year for everybody because of corona virus. So we decided to do our own little dawn

service at school next to the Lone Pine, doing everything that we would normally do dawn at Vansittart P ark. Then we
went to Vansittart Park to lay a wreath next to the statue where all the other wreaths had been laid. It was a good
experience that | thought | would not be able to do. Tex T

ANZAC Day was differentthis year because we coul dndt ,dowe didrsomathingaewvdy goiagtaggr o u p
the school and doing the minute of silence and the ceremony next to the Lone Pine. After that we went to Vansittart Park

to lay a wreath on the statue and normally there w ould have been lots of people there but this year there were none. It

was a good experience and | dm very INoabMy that we got to do it
On the 25 t of April 2020, we commemorated ANZAC Day at the Lone Pine at school and Vansittart Park by la ying a

wreath at the memorial statue. Being able to have a small school ceremony and still paying our respects at Vansittart

Park, while following the COVID -19 restrictions, was very important to me and our school community. Tully L

On Saturday the 25 ™ of April we got up really early and did a neighbourhood driveway ceremony. Then | went to school

with all the student leaders and senior staff. We gathered at the Lone Pine and held a special ANZAC Day ceremony. |

was lucky enough to read the ode while watc hing an amazing sunrise. After the ceremony we went to Vansittart Park
and laid a wreath down on the monument. It was an awesome experience and | felt proud representing my school.
Thanks to Mrs Day for allowing us this experience during COVID  -19. Jace M

McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers.



LIGHT UP THE DAWN OMNZAC DAY

The RSL encouraged families to honour our veterans at home, through the

Light up the Dawn on ANZAC Day
initiative. We encouraged all our families to honour our service personnel in their own way and continue our

connection with the history and tradition of the Mount Gambier RSL.
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GOODBYE TERM ONE
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The end to term one was likeno ot her wedve experienced, wi t h man y-isalafe inour
order to slow the spread of COVID -19. One thing is for sure, we missed those of you who were not here!

As a farewell to term one, we had an end of term drive by. Students and staff at school lined up along the fence
lines, North Terrace and Dalkeith Drive. We invited families who were willing and able to do so to drive past in their
cars and give us a wave.

It was great to see you all!
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15/04/2020
MacDenald Park Primary School

57 North Terrace
Mount Gambier SA 5290

Attention Ruby and Carey G

Dear Ruby and Carey

| just wanted to say how much we loved the letters we received on Medical Ward at
Mount Gambier Hospital, we have had to change many things since Covid-19 but we
always had to wash our hands really well before the virus so we know how to do that

excellently ©

We have special equipment that is available and it is all being kept safe and sound

At school last term we were asked to write letters to
Boandik Lodge residents and front line workers to show
compassion. Compassion means feeling and showing
empathy and wanting to help others in need. We decided to
write to the hospital too, because we k new they would be

and ready if we need it.
Like everyone in Australia we are trying to stay positive and healthy and your letters

made the Doctors and Nurses feel good, thank you

Sincerel
under pressure. The questions we asked were about if they had . y -
a shortage of equipment like face masks and gloves. We felt SA"E"“
really happy when we received a letter back. Shell Eccles- Smith
MeacalWard
MGDHS

Carey and Ruby, room 9
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