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COMING EVENTS 
WEEK 2 
10/05 Cross country ð Naracoorte  

           Assembly, 2.45pm  

WEEK 3 
14/05 to 17/05 NAPLAN  

18/05 Election BBQ  

WEEK 4 
21/05 to 24/05 NAPLAN  

22/05 National simultaneous  

          story  time  

24/05 Assembly, 2.45pm  
 

 

MCDONALD PARK SCHOOL IS TURNING 50 THIS YEAR! 
 

The main celebrations for our 50 th anniversary will occur on Friday, 31 May 2019, additional events this term and next 

term, are also connected to this momentous occasion.  
 

The program for Friday, 31 May will include:  
 

¶ A performance by a past student, this is currently being negotiated and  will coincide with the burial of a 

new time capsule. Students across the school will contribute to the contents of this time capsule as they 

explore the history of the school and reflect on life and technologies of our current times and what it might 

look  like in the future.  

¶ School tours will be conducted by current student leaders. Our school has been very fortunate in the 

facilities upgrades that it has received over time and I am sure that people will enjoy the opportunity to 

reminisce and compare. Thes e will occur throughout the afternoon and evening until approximately 

7.00pm.  

¶ Cake cutting and speeches will occur at 5.30pm in the gym. The gym will also contain a collection of 

memorabilia, including the contents of the time capsule that was laid 25 year s ago. We have gathered 

and are still collecting for the display ôWhere are they now?õ If you were a past student or know someone 

who was we would love for them to send a current photograph, an individual McPark photograph and a 

short description of what t hey are currently doing. We would welcome any past uniforms or memorabilia of 

interest.  

¶ An informal gathering at The South Aussie from 6.00pm onwards will enable story swapping to occur. If 

interested in attending please book through The South Aussie.  
 

The Art Show held last week linked to the theme of the celebrations as classes focused on artists from across the 

past five decades.  
 

Next termõs musical has a theme of going back in time and journeying throughout the musicals of the last 50 years. 
 

It is exciting to hear students talk about their learning of the history of the school. One of the photographs that are 

currently being investigated show the foundation stones  of the main building, the land surrounding the school 

contains only one house, prompting a large number of questions from students about the house and the history of 

the land. The research has discovered that the land belonged to C Lindner, hence the name for one of sporting 

teams. We look forward to hearing more stories about our school and s haring them with you. If you have an 

interesting or funny story or fact that you would like to share please let us know.  
 

We sincerely hope that you join us in our celebrations and encourage other community members to join. McDonald 

Park School, while a re latively short history compared to other schools in the partnership, has lots to celebrate.  
 

Kirsty Trahar, Sharon Day, Daniel Castle, Lia Jordan  

Senior Staff 
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McDonald Park School community will work collaboratively to develop respectful, thriving and engaged problem solvers.  

YEAR 5 NOORLA YO-LONG OUTDOOR ADVENTURE CAMP 
 

On Tuesday 9 April, the year five students travelled by bus to the Noorla Yo Long camp 

in Rendlesham. Once they arrived they were split into groups and got straight into their 

activities. The activities included a variety of high ropes courses and ground l evel 

activities that focussed on team building and communication skills. Later that afternoon 

we set up the tents and had free time to explore the grounds and play basketball. After 

a bbq dinner, students met in the gym for an entertaining skit night. Ther e were some 

great acts, including comedy, singing, acting and impromptu performances. Daniel F 

won overall with his great comedy, with Shayden, Ellie, Holly, Sienna and Lily coming in 

close second with their beauty regime. The students settled into their t ents for a good 

night õs sleep to prepare for the next dayõs activities. 
 

Everyone was up and about early for breakfast. It was time to pack the campsite before 

the students spent the morning participating in activities that they had not completed 

the previ ous day. Following this, we packed the bus and travelled to the Millicent 

playground for a bakery lunch and play. We arrived back at school later that afternoon 

feeling very tired after an enjoyable two days.  

Ashleigh Hutchinson  
 

Our year five camp was so much fun! Some of our favourite things were:  
 

The high ropes course. Everyone was really nervous the first 

time. We were all in harnesses and helmet s and an adult at 

the bottom held onto our rope to stop us from falling. To get 

up to the rope obstacle you had to climb the tree first. As 

you were climbing your hands were shaking and your body 

felt really tense. Once you did the ropes course you had to 

lean backwards and the adult would lower you to the 

ground. You really had to trust the person at the bottom. 

After the first time, it was easier, less scary and really fun! Most 

of the high ropes courses were about 12 metres high, but 

there was one that wa s 16 metres, which was even scarier.  
 

 

The low courses were  all about trust, team work and 

communication. We had to wear blindfolds and follow our 

partnerõs instructions to climb and avoid obstacles. We 

also had to work together to do balancing obstacl es and 

trust everyone in our group to hold us up. They were really 

fun and a little bit frustrating because everyone would talk 

over each other, but then we became really good at 

taking turns to share our ideas.  
 

At night we had the skit night. It was heap s of fun. 

Everyoneõs skits were really funny and entertaining. It was 

good that everyone could have a go. It was fun sleeping 

in the tents because you got to talk to your friends, but it 

was hard to get to sleep because people kept snoring. 

The camp ground s were really cool. When we had free time there were heaps of different things you could do like chasey, 

chess, footy and basketball.  
 

The people who ran it were really nice. They would help the children that were really scared and encouraged you to 

keep g oing.  

Daniel, Bronson, Eric  
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YEAR 6/7 CRESWICK CAMP 
 

This year I went to Ballarat for my year seven camp. I stayed in cabin five at the log cabin 

campsite. Some of the activities that I did at the campsite were milk crate stacking, the 

leap of faith, a commando course and a night walk. We also had a movie ni ght and 

watched ôSpiderman: Into the Spiderverseõ. When we did the leap of faith, I was really 

nervous. I have never jumped off of a platform as high as that one before! It was really fun 

and at the end I wanted to do it again! One of the highlights was th e sound and light show 

and the food that we had. The people who worked at the campsite had amazing recipes! 

One  thing I learnt was that men didn õt wear underwear in the 1850õs! Amayah S  

 

In the last week of term one the year six and sevens  went to Creswick near Ballarat for 

camp. We did some activities at the campsite and visited places like the Eureka Centre 

and Sovereign Hill. At the campsite the activities were crate stacking, zip  line, the leap of 

faith, obstacle course, and a scavenger  hunt. At the Eureka Centre we saw the real 

Eureka flag and designed our own. We also went to Sovereign Hill where we panned for 

gold, had free time, bowling, pretended to go to school, a mine tour, saw a gold pour 

and watched the light and sound show. Cam p was very fun and my favourite thing was 

crate stacking because I got to go up. I also liked learning to pan for gold at Sovereign 

Hill. Luke R 
 

My 2019 camp experience was really good , I had so much 

fun with all my friends and I also made new ones. On camp 

we went to Sovereign Hill and stayed at Creswick. The 

meals were amazing and the sound and light show at night 

was my favourite. At the camp we did milk crate stacking, 

commando cours e, leap of faith, zip lining and mapping. 

In our spare time we were allowed to go on the 

trampolines, go into our cabins or just hang out . At 

Sovereign Hill we went gold panning, shopping, took a class 

to get a gold licence, watched a gold pour and did a m ine 

tour. One thing I leant is how to pan gold. Zahli B 
 

On the second day of our camp to Ballarat we took a bus 

and went to Sovereign Hill. Going to Sovereign Hill is like 

going back in time. It was really good to see how things 

were in that time. I lov ed doing the gold mining and found 

a tiny bit of gold. I was really impressed by the blacksmiths 

and thought that they did a really good job. If I had been 

around in that time I would have liked to have been a 

blacksmith. The lady that made the wax candles  was very 

talented too. At camp we also did the leap of faith. I didnõt 

think it was that big of a deal until I got up there and then I 

realised how high it really was. I did it though and was really 

glad that I did as it was an awesome experience and 

feel ing. Cooper T  
 

On the Monday of week 11, the block classes left for 

Creswick camp. It was a four hour trip. We were split into our 

cabins, I got put in the chapel that had 20 boys in there. At 

about 8.30pm we went for our night walk. On Tuesday we 

went to Sovereign Hill for the day, it was great to learn 

about gold and looking through the shops. That night we went to the light and sound show, 

it was great and interesting to watch. On Wednesday we spent half the day doing activities 

and half the day at the Eureka Centre an d learnt new stuff. Thursday was the day we left 

           so in the morning everyone packed up and we got on the buses. Creswick was great, I 

           would go back if I could. Jami B 
 


