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COMING EVENTS 
WEEK 7 

11/06 PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

WEEK 8 
19/06 Governing Council meeting  

22/06 Assembly  

WEEK 9 
01/07 Working bee  

 

SEVEN STEPS OF WRITING 
 

Earlier this term a group of our teaching staff attended a Seven Steps of Writing workshop. The program aims to 

engage students in the writing process and develop a love of writing. It is hoped that students begin to see 

themselves as writers and gain a greater understanding of the writing process.  
 

The group of teachers who attended the training are currently trialling this writing process with their students. Initial 

feedback from students has been very positive and teachers are seeing improvemen ts in the quality of writing 

that is being produced.  
 

As the name suggests there are seven steps for students to follow to create a piece of writing.  
 

Step 1: Plan for Success   -  at this step students brainstorm as many ideas as possible to write about. Students then 

choose their favourite idea to being their planning.  
 

Step 2: Sizzling Starts  -  here we encourage student to move away from ôOne day éõ or ôOnce upon a time éõ to 

beginning with a sentence, statement or dialogue that immediately engages the reader.  
 

Step 3: Tightening Tension   -  students give the reader information to understand  the character and care about 

what happens to the main character. Then the hero must nearly fail when trying to  overcome increasingly difficult  

obstacles (first a pebble problem, then a brick problem and then finally the boulder problem).  
 

Step 4: Dynamic Dialogue   -  through dialogue students can reveal more information about their characters and 

also move the plot along.  
 

Step 5: Show, Donõt Tell  -  here students avoid telling the reader what is happening and instead show the reader 

what is happening thr ough actions, dialogue or description. Instead of ôthe girl was angryõ we show she is angry 

by writing ôJenny clenched her fists and stomped her foot while glaring at Sophiaõ. 
 

Step 6:  Ban the Boring   -  students avoid the everyday events that happen and  get straight to the action. This way 

we get stories that are about the dinosaur that came to class and 

not the waking up, showering, getting dressed, eating breakfast, 

driving to school etc.  
 

Step 7: Exciting Endings   -  in a narrative we hope to see an e nding 

that gives the story closure. This may be an action climax where 

the main character overcomes evils, wins a grand final or resolves 

an issue and grows as a person. This is much more engaging than 

ôAnd then I woke up éõ or ôto be continued éõ. 
 

The Seven Steps of Writing process is an additional intentional tool 

in our teachersõ repertoire of writing instruction. This 

allows our teachers to select the best tool for 

teaching writing based on the needs of their 

individual class or students.  
 

Kirsty Trahar, Sharon Day, Daniel Castle, Lia Jordan 
SENIOR STAFF 
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ATTENDANCE 
 

Below is a graph showing the attendance percentage for each year level so far. I have also added data 

outlining what days off of school mean for your child/s learning every year. McDonald  Park Schoolõs attendance 

target is 95% for everyone.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

RECONCILIATION WEEK 
 

Reconciliation week ran  from 27 May to 3 June each 

year. Reconciliation Week is important because it 

reminds us to share the knowledge and help us grow as 

a nation. This yearõs theme was Donõt Keep History A 

Mystery  and we are encouraged to reflect on some of 

the lesser known aspects of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander, histories, cultures and achievements, and ask: 

what are some of the things I donõt know about our 

shared history?  
 

During last week, Mrs Bronca used library lessons to focus on reconciliation. Students reflected on and completed 

activities about the meaning of reconciliation and why we should learn about all aspects of Australian History.  
 

At McDonald Park School, classes integrated indigenous per spectives across curriculum areas throughout the 

year. Some examples that have been taught or are planned for this term are;  
 

The First Fleet  -   (year four) students learnt about the experience of the indigenous people before and after 

European colonisati on.  
 

Literature study about Storm Boy written Colin Thiele, with a focus on the Coorong  -   (year six/seven) students in 

the upper primary are learning about how the indigenous people of the area used and continue to use the 

Coorong, their totems, dreaming s, how the Coorong has changed and the plans that have been put in place to 

protect it.  
 

Space  -   (year one/two) an indigenous perspectives includes understanding how Aboriginal people use/d the 

stars for navigation and dreamings that explain star constellations.  
 

Sustainability  -   (year three) the students are learning about sustainable land management practices that 

indigenous people have used and continue to use in some parts of Australia.  
 

Civics and citizenship  -   (year five/six) the students  learnt about ways in which Australian laws and the voting 

system have changed and impacted on indigenous people.  
 

How toys have changed over time  -   (foundation/one) the students are learning about how toys have changed 

over  time, they will learn about h ow indigenous people made toys using resources from the natural environment.  

 

 
 

 

Attendance Record  

McDonald Park Schools attendance target is 95%  
 

Foundation  
Year 

1 

Year 

2 

Year 

3 

Year 

4 

Yea r 

5r 

Year 

6 

Year 

7 

Whole 

school  

Term 2, week 5 93.5% 92.1% 95.4% 94.2% 94% 94.7% 92.8% 92.1% 93.7% 

Term 2, week  6 93.7% 92.5% 95.5% 94.5% 94% 94.8% 93.1% 92.4% 94% 
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SAPSASA FOOTBALL 
 

 

On 28 May until 1 June I went to Adelaide to play 

football and represent the Lower South East in the 

SAPSASA football carnival. Unfortunately we only 

won two out of the nine games. Throughout the 

week it was really fun and a great experience. I will 

defini tely be trying out again next year. Jed S 
 

SAPSASA was a very good experience for me 

because I am a year six so I can go again next year. 

We didnõt have a very tall team and we won three 

out of nine games. We also went to Bounce with 

everyone that made it  in to SAPSASA. I played 

forward and midfield, we played on four different 

ovals but there was six ovals there. There were 42 

teams, our coach was Hamish Case. I also learnt a 

lot from my SAPSASA coach Mr Mac. Mr Mac also 

had a trophy that was a piece of r edgum with nails 

in it and it was called the ôhard as nails awardõ. Zac 

Hopgood won it and he played for South with Jed 

and I. Maxan W  

 

Look what some of our students have been busy 

making. Students have been involved in the 

planning process using their creativity and design 

skills. 
 

They have learnt building 

skills and safely nailed and 

created. Finally they have 

developed gardening skills 

and learnt about succulent 

plants.  
 

If youõd like to order one 

we will create on e 

especially for you. $10.00 

each, place your order at 

the front office.  

NETBALL LIGHTNING CARNIVAL 
 

On Tuesday 22 May, Mount Gambier High School 

students ran a year 6/7 netball lightning carnival. 

McDonald Park took three teams comprising of both 

boys and girls to the competition. A year seven 

team, a year six team and a mixed year six and 

seven team. There were ôpoolsõ of teams in which 

the year seven team and the mixed team were in 

pool A, while the year six team competed in pool B.  
40 

Although the weathe r was wet and windy all three 

teams played with great skill and sportsmanship.  
 

The year seven team went through the day 

undefeated to take out pool A. The mixed team 

won all games except against the other McDonald 

Park team to come runners up in pool A. T he year six 

team also went through the day undefeated to take 

out pool B.  
 

Thank you to Tamara Ferguson , Toni Sims,  

Jodie Battye  and Tracey Altschwager  for coaching 

our teams  on the day. Y our help is much 

appreciated.  

Sallyanne Morgan  

 
 

On the 22 nd  of May we had the netball lightning 

carnival. W e had three teams participate. There was 

a year seven team , a year six team and a team with 

a mix of both year sixes and sevens. Both the year 

seven and year six teams were undefeated and 

then were the winner s overall. The mixed team only 

lost one game to our year seven team. We had lots 

of fun being able to play netball with new people 

and being able to encourage each other and show 

good sportsmanship. Stevi C  
 

The netball lightning carnival was amazing, we 

p layed  many different teams from many different 

schools. McPark had three teams all of which won 

games, the year 6/7 team won all games except the 

year seven team, and in the other McPark team 

there was a mixture of boys and girls. The day of 

netball was am azing except the weather wasnõt on 

our side as it was raining sideways but all up the day 

was amazing especially because my team won 

every game. Jorja M  
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NETBALL LIGHTNING CARNIVAL 
 

 

Three teams from McPark competed in the netball 

lightning carnival.  The three teams were a year 

seven team, a year six team and a mixed team. The 

year seven team came first, the mixed team came 

second and the year six team came third. I liked 

competing against other teams and getting to play 

each position. Laura D and Cha rlotte C  

 

SAPSASA NETBALL 
 

Last week, week five, I travelled up to Adelaide to 

play SAPSASA netball. We played two games each 

day. The highlight of my week was when we played 

on the inside court that the Adelaide Thunderbirds 

play on at Priceline Stadium.  I had an awesome time 

playing netball.  Lara M  
 

Monday was our first day of games. In our first game 

we played South West. They were fairly hard and 

they ended up winning. In our second game we 

played Adelaide South East, they were fairly hard as 

well like  all the teams we played, we lost again. On 

the second day we played Western who we lost 

against. In our second game we played Mid South 

East and lost to which meant that was the end of our 

second day. On the third day we played against 

Airport and lost, w e played Riverland who were very 

physical but we managed to win! We played City 

South on the fourth day who were distracting with 

their chants. In our second game we won against 

Upper South East who were tricky. On the last day 

we lost to Southern Heights who were the top team 

in our division, the girl I played on was very physical. 

Overall the week was fun and a great experience 

for me.  Kayla F  
 

SAPSASA NETBALL 
 

In week five, term two, I went to SAPSASA netball at 

Priceline Stadium in Adelaide. There were two teams 

of ten and I was in division one. There were 800 girls 

competing in the whole carnival. My team won four 

games, drew two and lost three. We were coached 

by Melissa Russell and Tracey McShane, the y did a 

great job and I learnt a lot. I had Alannah  and Lara 

in my team from our school. We played two games 

for the first four days and one game on Friday. 

Overall my team in division one came fourth overall 

which was a pretty good effort for the Lower South 

East team. It was a great experience and I have  

been lucky enough to do it twice. Maelee D  

 

In week five of term two, myself and some other 

students from McPark went to a SAPSASA netball 

carnival. The carnival was from Monday to Friday in 

Adelaide. We played two games for four days and 

one on the Frida y. Unfortunately we only won one 

game but I made a lot of friendships with people 

from other schools. It was a great experience and I 

canõt wait to do it again. Ashriti S 
 

For a whole week I got the opportunity to go to 

Adelaide and represent the Lower South East for 

netball. We only got one win but all up I had a lot of 

fun. Makere C  

 

Last week I represented the Lower South East in 

SAPSASA netball. I was a part of the divis ion one 

team that won four games, lost three and drew two. 

Our team finished equal fourth. Our best game was 

our last game where we drew against a team that 

was undefeated for the week. I learnt a lot and 

improved my game. Thank you Melissa and Tracey 

for coaching me. I wish I could do it again.  

Alannah C  
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CELEBRATING SUCCESS AWARDS 

TERM 2, WEEK 4 
 

Presented to  By For 

Austin M  Mrs Spencer & 

Mrs Fox 
His focus and dedication to his 

reading and striving to reach his 

personal goal.  

Chloe H  Mrs Spencer & 

Mrs Fox 
Her determination and 

persistence when engaging in 

writing tasks.  

Hugh B Ms Huitema & 

Mrs Fox 
His commitment towards learning 

and developing an amazing set 

of inquiry  

Gabriel S  Ms Huitema & 

Mrs Fox 
His creativity during book making 

lessons and experimenting with 

new ideas.  

Madyx S  Mrs Cooper  Consistently striving to improve his 

work and complete all tasks to a 

high standard.  

Sophie J  Mrs Cooper  An excellent work ethic. Sophie 

strives to improve her work and to 

complete all tasks to  a high 

standard.  

Jaymon R  Mrs Dew  His persistence in designing and 

making his spaceship to fit the 

agreed criteria.  

Luke G Mrs Dew  The effort that he put into creating 

his spaceship and astronauts.  

Abigail C  Mr Bigg  Some outstanding work in her 

maths, finding patterns and 

combinations quickly and 

accurately.  

Taj M Mr Bigg  A very well written report about 

planets and our solar system.  

Zoey N Mr McGregor  Being respectful, caring and 

going out of her way to help 

others.  

Cooper A  Mr McGregor  An outstanding persuasive writing, 

showing his ability to be an 

engaged problem solver.  

Baille W Mrs Boylan &  

Mr Castle  
Her commitment to developing 

respectfu l relationships and for 

always trying her best in class.  

Seth S Mrs Boylan &  

Mr Castle  
Showing keen interest in the 

history of Mount Gambier and his 

engaging questions around the 

topic.  

Bailey B Ms Mitchell &  

Mr Castle  
The way that she challenges 

herself to strive to do her best, 

particularly when writing.  

Riley P Ms Mitchell &  

Mr Castle  
The way he is stretching his 

comfort zone with his public 

speaking (Mad Minute).  

Tyler C Mrs Wilson & 

Mrs Janson  
Tyler is highly  respectful of others 

and he works beautifully at all 

times. He is a very engaged class 

member.  

Zunairah M  Mrs Wilson & 

Mrs Janson  
Zunairah displays perseverance  in 

her learning. She is always kind 

and respectful of others.  

Parker L Mrs Pitkin &  

Mrs Janson  
Always having a positive mindset  

Miley A  Mrs Pitkin &  

Mrs Janson  
The amazing commitment to 

nightly at home reading. Keep up 

the fantastic effort Miley!  

Ava E  Mrs 

McCracken  
Consistently showing growth in 

reading and writing due to her 

commitment to learning.  

Cambell B  Mrs 

McCracken  
Working collaboratively with his 

group members during the 

ôgarden inquiryõ project. 

Logan S-W Miss Squire Becoming increasingly confident 

in himself as a learner.  

Halle D  Miss Squire Becoming more resilient and 

showing more confidence within 

her learning and interactions.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 
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